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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TRIPOL 01310 120928Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO COME-OO TRSE-00 FMC-02 L-03 
/024 W 

052808 122318Z/66 

R 120853Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4803 

UNCLAS TRIPOLI 1310 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, LY 

SUB J : EXEMPTION OF LIBYAN-FLAG VESSELS FROM PAYMENT OF LIGHT 
MONEY AND SPECIAL TONNAGE TAX 

REF: TRIPOLI 1282 

1 . SINCE DISPATCH OF REFTEL, LIBYAN REPRESENTATIVE OF 
GENERAL MARITIME CORPORATION (GNC) HAS CALLED AT EMBASSY 
TWICE TO INQUIRE WHETHER U.S. CUSTOMS HAS EXEMPTED MV 
ISSIDRA FROM PAYMENT OF SPECIAL DUTY. HE REPORTS THAT 

A SECOND LIBYAN TANKER, THE MV IZWETINA HAS ARRIVED AT 
CORPUS CHRISTI TO DISCHARGE CRUDE OIL, AND, LIKE ISSIDRA, 

CANNOT LEAVE PORT UNTIL SPECIAL DUTIES HAVE BEEN PAID, 

OR EXEMPTION THEREFROM GRANTED BY U.S. CUSTOMS. IN 
ADDITION, TWO MORE LIBYAN TANKERS SAID TO BE APPROACH- 
ING U.S. PORT WITH PROSPECT OF DETENTION. 

2. IN VIEW OF THIS SITUATION, GNC SENDING MANAGER OF 
TANKER DIVISION, A. H. GHANEM TO U.S. OCTOBER 12 TO 
SEEK TO EXPEDITE RESOLUTION. HE EXPECTS TO BE IN 
WASHINGTON FRIDAY AND MATTER MAY BE RAISED WITH DEPART- 
MENT BY LIBYAN EMBASSY AT THAT TIME. 

CARLE 
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